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Capt.  Steve Bul l ins of  the Nor th Carol ina Wi ldl i fe Resources 
Commission (NCWRC) Law Enforcement Div is ion serves the people 
of  Surry County wi th integr i ty and sel f lessness. What seemed l ike a 
normal evening at  home on January 8,  2020 quickly turned in to a 
l i fe-or-death s i tuat ion.

At approximately 9 p.m.,  Capt.  Bul l ins was at  h is Elk in residence 
when he thought he heard a gunshot.  Though he was off  duty,  he 
immediately put on his uni form and proceeded in his patrol  vehicle 
onto Roar ing Gap Church Road to invest igate what he suspected to 
be unlawful  deer poaching act iv i ty.

After searching along the roadway and f inding nothing, Capt. 
Bul l ins redirected his search to the sprawl ing agr icul tural  areas 
off  the main road where he not iced f lashing l ights coming from a 
ravine in a cow pasture.  He turned on his emergency l ights and 
approached the scene, where he found a t ruck that had col l ided 
with a large tree.

Capt.  Bul l ins not iced gasol ine leaking from the 
vehicle and his mind raced back to a s imi lar 
incident he had witnessed ear ly in his career, 
when emergency personnel  were unable to pul l  an 
occupant  f rom a vehicle before i t  caught on f i re, 
leading to the person’s death.

That ’s when he cl imbed on top of  the t ruck and 
pul led the dr iver f rom the wreckage.

Al though suffer ing head trauma, a broken arm and severe blood 
loss,  the dr iver was stabi l ized and survived thanks to Capt.  Bul l ins’ 
heroic effor ts.  In the face of  t remendous danger,  Capt.  Bul l ins 
displayed tremendous courage to save someone’s l i fe whi le r isking 
his own. 


